
2020
Xmas Quiz



Its Christmas Eve in GBPS 
land as we all settle down 

for an evening of 
relaxation, mild mental 

stimulation and, in some 
cases, gradual intoxication:

Close the Curtains
Stoke the Fire

Charge your Glass
(Or Cocoa mug)

And settle back in your 
favourite armchair



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Question 1

In what year were the 
first GB Christmas 
stamps issued?

Question 2

Who designed them?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Question 3

Up to and including the 
year 1990, which designer 
designed the most issues 
of GB Christmas stamps?

How many issues did this 
person design?

Question 4

How many designers 
designed more than one 
issue during the same 
period?



Question 5

Which of the following towns 
DID NOT HAVE a ‘Posted in 
Advance for Christmas Day’ or 
equivalent Postmark?

1. Carlisle
2. Leicester
3. Preston
4. Stalybridge
5. Dukinfield
6. Southport
7. Blackpool



Question 6

What was the cheapest normal 
rate of postage for a letter posted 
on Xmas Eve from London to 
Burnley for each of the following 
years?

1. 1657 (2d, 3d or 4d)
2. 1797 (6d, 7d or 8d)
3. 1811 (10d, 11d or 1/-)
4. 1839  (1d, 2d or 4d)
5. 1918 (1d, 1½d or 2d)
6. 1968 (3d, 4d or 5d)



Question 7

In what year did Father 
Christmas make his first 
appearance on a GB 
postage stamp?

Question 8

I want to send a ‘small 
parcel’ Christmas present 
by airmail to a friend on 
Christmas Island. How 
much will it cost me?



Time to Rest the Brain 
Cells for a Minute

Put another log on the fire.
Replenish the glass. Check 
that the stocking is still 
hanging at that jaunty 
angle on the mantlepiece.

Wait a minute, whose that 
knocking on the door at 
this time of the evening?



It’s the Postman just calling round for his 
usual glass of Christmas cheer.

‘Sorry I’m later than usual, you won’t believe 
the rubbish that people are putting in 
postboxes these days’ he says. ‘What a lovely 
Christmas Tree you have this year, what a 
pity I’m colour blind’.

‘Mmmm’ Thinks your host ‘The mystery of 
the municipal dome-topped litter bins being 
emptied at 5:45 p.m. each day may have been 
solved’ But we digress …



Question 9

Can you help by naming the 
basic colours on this King 
Edward VII Christmas Tree?

Question 10

Which of the low values is, or 
are, missing?



Question 11

Can you match the 
following GBPS Presidents 
to the Christmas Day they 
were in Office?

R.A.G. Lee
P.L. High
L. Wilkinson
R.M. Willcocks

Possible answers are:
1962, 1972, 1978, 1976, 
1981, 1983, 1987 and 1989.



Question 12

In what year was 
this Post Office 
Notice displayed?



Question 13

And to which 
Christmas did this 
allude?

Clue: It’s three 
years later than the 
one in the previous 
question



Question 14

These Notices are from 
the years 1911, 1915 
and 1916. Can you say 
which is which?



Goodness! Is that the time 
already?

A chill has crept in to the 
room as the fire begins to 
run low and the 
snowflakes tickle the 
window panes. 

Rudolph will soon be 
airborne and those who 
have been good will soon 
need to be in bed.



Just time for one 
more round before 
we retire?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

http://shelleyhanveywriter.wordpress.com/2010/12/07/christmas-releases-from-coldplay-hurts-bananarama-and-george-michael/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Question 15

A nice privately 
produced 
Christmas card but 
from which year?



Question 16

And what year 
is this from?



We have finished just in time. Is 
that sleigh bells we can hear?

A glass of sherry and a mince pie 
for the main man and a carrot for 
Rudolph  left  by the fireplace, 
then its off to bed.

What’s that? You’ve drunk the 
sherry? Never mind, liquid stamp 
remover has a bit of a kick to it, 
he won’t notice the difference!



2020
Xmas Quiz

ANSWERS



Question 1
In what year were the first 
GB Christmas stamps 
issued?

1966

Question 2
Who designed them?

Tasveer Shemza (3d) and 
James Berry (1/6). The 
winners of a children’s 
design competition.



Question 3

Up to and including the year 
1990, which designer designed 
the most issues of GB Christmas 
stamps?

How many issues did this 
person design?

Question 4

How many other designers 
designed more than one issue

David Gentleman

Three

Two, Sally Stiff and Fritz 
Wegner designed two each



Question 5

Which of the following 
towns DID NOT HAVE a 
‘Posted in Advance for 
Christmas Day’ or 
equivalent Postmark?

1. Carlisle
2. Leicester
3. Preston
4. Stalybridge
5. Dukinfield
6. Southport
7. Blackpool



Question 6

What was the cheapest rate 
of postage for a letter posted 
on Xmas Eve from London 
to Burnley for each of the 
following years?

1. 1657 (2d, 3d or 4d) 3d
2. 1797 (6d, 7d or 8d) 8d
3. 1811 (10d, 11d or 1s) 11d
4. 1839  (1d, 2d or 4d) 4d
5. 1918 (1d, 1½d or 2d) 1½d
6. 1968 (3d, 4d or 5d) 4d



Question 7
In what year did Father 
Christmas make his first 
appearance on a GB 
Christmas stamp?

Question 8
I want to send a ‘small 
parcel’ Christmas present by 
airmail to a friend on 
Christmas Island. How 
much will it cost me?

1981. Children’s Pictures

£7.30. Zone 2



Question 9

Can you help by naming the 
basic colours on this King 
Edward VII Christmas Tree?

Question 10

Which values are missing?

Red

Purple and Green Green and Red

Blue

Purple or Grey

Green & Brown or 
Orange

Purple and Blue Purple and Red

Grey or Black Purple and Blue

Green and Red½d and 6d



Question 10

Can you match the 
following GBPS Presidents 
to the Christmas Day they 
were in Office?

R.A.G. Lee 1978
P.L. High 1983
L. Wilkinson  1987
R.M. Willcocks 1981

Possible answers are:
1962, 1972, 1978, 1976, 
1981, 1983, 1987 and 1989.



Question 12

In what year was 
this Post Office 
Notice displayed?

1889



Question 13

And to which 
Christmas did this 
allude?

Clue: It’s three 
years later than 
the last one

1892. The ‘Tuesday’ 
should have helped!



Question 14

These Notices are from 
the years 1911, 1915 
and 1916. Can you say 
which is which?

1911 at top, 1915 bottom 
left and 1916 bottom right



Question 15

A nice privately 
produced 
Christmas card but 
from which year?

1900



Question 16

And what year 
is this from?

1905



Scoring Chart – See opposite for points 
available for each question

How did you rate?

Over 40 … Superb but you need to get out 
more
35-40 … Excellent
30-34 … Good. Perhaps spend a little more 
time on the GBPS website
25-29 … Average. Invest in a GB Concise 
catalogue this Christmas
14-24 … Should have left the Sherry until 
later
Below 14 … Should have left the stamp 
removing liquid until later 

Question Answer Summary and Points Total 

Points

1 1966 (1) 1

2 T. Shemza (1), J. Berry (1) I bonus point if you got both 3

3 David Gentleman (1) Three (1) 2

4 Two (1) 1

5 Blackpool 1

6 3d, 8d, 11d, 4d, 1½d and 4d (1 for each plus 3 bonus points if you got 

them all)

9

7 1981 (2 if exact, 1 for 1980 or 1982) 2

8 £7.30 (2 if exact +/- 30p = 1 point) 2

9 1 point for each correct stamp – shades are acceptable (e.g. scarlet 

instead of red) but if you thought the answer was incorrect because it 

was not shade-specific please deduct 3 points, basic colours were 

asked for. Take 2 bonus points if your remembered that the 4d was 

printed in both Orange and Green + Brown 

13

10 ½d and 6d 2

11 R.A.G. Lee 1978, P.L. High 1983, L. Wilkinson  1987, R.M. Willcocks 

1981 (1 point for each)

4

12 1889 1

13 1892 1

14 1911 at top, 1915 bottom right and 1916 bottom left 1

15 1900 1

16 1905 1

Total 45



Keep Well Everyone
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
Hope to See You in Person During 2021


