
LONDON W.C. POST OFFICES  (from 1856)
       Compiled by Ken Smith    (updated 15/2/2022)

W.C.D.O.(High Holborn) 2-1-1860: M.O. (poc.2/7/1860 “WCDO will be known as High Holborn”). T.O.1870(WC).
(poc.18/8/1898 “today the new chief PO of WC District opens to the public”)
(by 1918 at New Oxford St) (13-1-1961 to High Holborn 181).
Redesignated ‘High Holborn 181’, 31-10-1988.

Aldwych B.O. 20-9-1937: MO-SB & T.O.(AYZ).  Closed 1944 (poc.8/11/1944)
Aldwych B.O. (95) 21-8-1998 (ex ‘Kingsway’) (&2022)
Bagnigge Wells (9,Acton Pl) by 1844.  Closed c.1863.
Bedford St (Strand) WC2 1-3-1885: MO-SB.  TSO<BO 27-2-1932 (but previously BO 1894/1914 at least)

T.O.by 1934(JDF).  Closed 26-11-1962.
Blackmoor St.,Drury Lane by 1794.  Closed 1865 (perhaps renamed ‘Clare Market’)
Bloomsbury, 40, Gt.Russell St. --see ‘ Great Russell Street’, below--
Bloomsbury (1,Broad St) by 1842.   By 5/1856 M.O.Office.  Closed 31-12-1859 (replaced by WCDO)
Broad St., Bloomsbury 1-4-1865: M.O.Office.  S.B.1-7-1865.  Closed 2-5-1898.
Burton Crescent (96,Marchmont St)  1-4-1865: M.O.  S.B.1-8-1865.  T.O.1870(BUN).  Renamed ‘Marchmont St’ 1-10-1890.
Bush House, Aldwych, WC2 5-12-1930: MO-SB & T.O.(JHB).  Closed 18-9-1937.
Castle St.,Leicester Sq (49) by 1824.   UDC 16-2-1859.  M.O.1-7-1864.  S.B.2-1-1865.

Replaced by ‘Green Lane, Leicester Square’ 1-10-1867.
Chancery Lane by 1789 (No.77)(by 1834 No.93).  M.O.2-6-1856.  S.B.16-10-1861.  T.O.1870s(CER).   
                                                          TSO<BO 29-8-1892.   Closed 24-12-1991 (replaced by ‘Grays Inn’)
Charing Cross BO, WC2 (by) 1845: M.O.Office.  CDS issued 29-1-1845.  Closed 29-11-1962 (see Trafalgar Sq.B.O).
Clare Market (100,Drury Lane) 1-4-1865: M.O.Office. S.B.1-7-1865. T.O.1870(CJE). Renamed ‘Drury Lane 100’, 1-12-1885
Covent Garden B.O (4,Piazza) 26-6-1882: MO-SB & T.O.(CNF) (ex ‘King St’). Closed 1904 (poc.24/9/1904)
Cranbourne Street 1-1-1870: MO-SB.   T.O.1871(     ).  Replaced by ‘Leicester Square B.O’ 1-10-1884.
Cromer St.,Grays Inn Rd (27) by 1832: non M.O.  Closed c.1860.
Drury Lane (No.148) by 1834.  Closed 1857 (see below).
Drury Lane (No.44) by 1/1858 (‘cr. of Long Acre’). M.O.1-7-1859.  S.B.9-12-1861.  No.42, 1-12-1885.

Renamed ‘Great Queen St’ 1-6-1894.
Drury Lane, No.100, WC2 1-12-1885: MO-SB (ex ‘Clare Market’).  Closed 1940 (poc.3/4/1940).
East Strand, WC2    1-11-1869: MO-SB.  T.O.1870s(ECD).  By 1905 B.O.  Closed 19-5-1972.
Exmouth St.,Clerkenwell by 1823.  M.O.1-7-1859.  S.B.16-12-1861.  T.O.7-12-1897(EXS).

Replaced by ‘Farringdon Rd.114’ (cr. of Rosebery Rd) 1-8-1900.
Farringdon Rd.114 1-8-1900: MO-SB & T.O.(FAG).  Transferred to EC District 1-5-1901.
Frederick St (2), Kings Cross 5-2-2018: PO Local.  Closed by 9/6/2018.
Gower St.North (161) 1-1-1861: M.O.Office.  S.B.16-12-1861.  ‘North’ omitted 1-1-1866 (see below)
Gower St.(161) WC1 1-1-1866 (see above) MO-SB.  T.O.1870s(GCE).  Closed 17-6-1933.
Grays Inn (19-20,High Holborn) 18-11-1991 (ex ‘Chancery Lane B.O’) >Main 22-4-2013.  Closed 10-7-2017 (see below)
Grays Inn (Rymans, 24-28,Grays Inn Rd) 19-7-2017: Main  (t.c.23-3-2020, virus, reopen by 27/7/2020) (&2022)
Grays Inn Rd (43,Upper North Pl) by 1839.  M.O by 5/1856.  S.B.11-11-1861 (by 1866 at 240,Grays Inn Rd).  T.O.1870(     ).

By 1868, No.218.  Replaced by No.211, 1-9-1880 (see below)
Grays Inn Rd (211) 1-9-1880: MO-SB (‘nr.Sidmouth St’).  Closed 1909.
Grays Inn Rd.(220) by 1884: MO-SB.  T.O.20-5-1890(GIR) (‘nr.Calthorpe St’). Repld.by No.178, 6/4/1927.
Grays Inn Rd.(178) 1927 (poc.6/4/1927).  Closed 1944 (poc.19/4/1944).
Grays Inn Rd.(302) 1909 (cds issued 2/3/1909) (‘nr.Acton St’). Closed 1923 (poc.7/2/1923)
Grays Inn Square (15) by 1856.  M.O.by 1865.  S.B.1-7-1865.  Closed 1-11-1869.
Great Coram St.,Brunswick Sq. by 5/1856.  M.O.2-6-1856.  S.B.16-12-1861.  Closed 31-12-1865 (repld.by pillar box)
Great Queen Street 1-6-1894: MO-SB (ex ‘Drury Lane, No.42’). T.O.29-11-1904(GQE). Closed 30-11-1913.
Great Russell St.,Covent Gdn (24) by 1807.  M.O.1-4-1865.  S.B.1-7-1865.  Closed in or after 1865.
Great Russell St.,WC1 by 1853 (No.40).  M.O.by 1868.  By 1877at No.29.  By 1905 at No.13.

Closed 1918 (poc.9/7/1918).
Green St.,Leicester Sq (No.8) by 5/1856. Replaced by ‘Castle St’ by 1/1858.  Re-estd.1-10-1867: M.O. Closed 1868/70.
Grenville St.(Brunswick Sq) (16) (by) 1803.  M.O.2-1-1865.  S.B.1-7-1865.  T.O.1870s(GJ).

By 1880 ‘Grenville St (Guilford St)’.  Closed 1918/20.
High Holborn (No.62) 13-9-1847: M.O.Office (poc.2/7/1860 “will be known as ‘Holborn’ alone”). S.B.16-12-1861.

By 1861 No.8.  By 1866 No.9 (cds 14-1-1875 ‘Holborn No.20,Grays Inn’). T.O.1870s(HJN)
B.O.by 1883.  T.O.discont.3-5-1954 (latterly at No.52/54, BO). Closed 13-6-1985.

High Holborn, No.181 31-10-1988 (ex W.C.D.O.) (&2022)
High Holborn, No.3 1843.  UDC issued 30-4-1859.  Closed 1860.
High Holborn, No.116 by 1856.  Closed 1860.
High St.,St.Giles (No.48) by 1823.  Closed 1860.
Hotel Cecil, Strand, B.O. 1-5-1896: MO-SB & T.O.(HCC).  Closed 1917 (poc.27/3/1917).

Re-open 1921 (poc.4/1/1921).  Closed 1930 (poc.2/4/1930).



Judd St.(Euston Rd) WC1 28-2-1857 ‘re-open’.  M.O.1-7-1861.  S.B.18-11-1861. (tc   : re-open 7/10/1925).
Closed 1933 (poc.5/7/1933).

King St (Covent Garden) (No.2) 1839.  M.O.1-10-1857.  Closed 24-6-1882 (replaced by ‘Covent Garden B.O’)
Kings Cross Rd (No.98) WC1 1-4-1865: M.O.Office.  S.B.1-7-1865.  T.O.1870s(      ).  Closed 22-1-1972.
Kings Cross B.O.(Grays Inn Rd 335/337)  21-6-1937 (ex N1).  Closed on or after 23-12-1970 (see NW1).
Kingsway B.O.  WC2 1-12-1913: MO-SB & T.O.(KSW).  Renamed ‘Remnant St.No.1 (Kingsway) B.O. 8-12-1958
Kingsway No.18 B.O.(Television House)  8-12-1958.  Replaced by ‘Aldwych’ 21-8-1998.
Lambs Conduit St., WC1 by 5/1856 (No.2).  M.O.1-7-1859.  S.B.18-11-1861.  Closed 20-5-1953.
Leicester Square by 1869: MO-SB ‘abolished’ 2-8-1869.
Leicester Square B.O.,WC2 1-10-1884: MO-SB.  T.O.6-10-1885(LCS). (poc.2/11/1896 ‘add ‘Cranbourn St.47’)

To No.34, 11/11/1916.  13-6-1923 to 39,Charing Cross Rd.   Closed 26-11-1962.
Leigh St.,Burton Cresc.(No.3) 1828.  1-4-1865 renamed ‘Burton Crescent’.
Lincolns Inn (1,Serle St) B.O. 2-9-1872: MO-SB & T.O.(LIC).  Closed 30-6-1882.
Lincolns Inn (17,Portugal St)       1-1-1866: M.O.(ex ‘Portugal St’).TSO<BO 1-7-1882: T.O.(LIC). Closed 1915 (poc.20/7/1915)
Little Newport St.,Soho (32) July 1834.  Perhaps replaced by ‘Newport Market’ 2-4-1860.
Long Acre (No.42)            by 1856.  M.O.by 1865. S.B.1-8-1865.  By 1867 No.45.  1-1-1870, No.126. Closed 30-8-1892
Marchmont St.,WC1 1-10-1890: MO-SB & T.O.(MMT) (ex ‘Burton Crescent’). TSO<BO 4-4-1961 (No.62).

To No.30, 1976.  By 1995 No.33.  BO>FPO 9-2-2004 (refurb.28-2-2004 to 29-3-2004) 
>Main 10-9-2014  (&2022).

New Oxford St (71-75) 16-1-2018: PO Local  (&2022)
Newport Market (Leicester Sq) 2-4-1860: M.O : discont.31-12-1869: re-estd.1-11-1880.  Closed 1-8-1883.
New St. (8), St.Martin’s Lane 1-11-1882: MO-SB & T.O.(      ) (ex ‘St.Martin’s Lane No.87’).  Closed 2-7-1894.
Portugal St (No.17) by 1827.  M.O.1-7-1859.  S.B.10-3-1862.  Renamed ‘Lincolns Inn’ 1-1-1866.
Remnant St,1 (Kingsway) B.O. 8-12-1958 (ex ‘Kingsway B.O’).  Closed 30-9-1977.
Red Lion St.,Holborn (52) WC1 by 1836.  M.O.1-4-1865.  S.B.1-7-1865.  T.O.1870s(RCD).

Replaced by ‘Theobald’s Rd BO’ 1936 (poc.16/12/1936).
Royal Courts of Justice BO, WC2 1-11-1883: T.O.only (RCJ).  MO-SB 1894.  Closed 31-12-1965.
Russell St.,Covent Garden --see ‘Great Russell Street’--
Russell Square, WC1 26-5-1992: FPO (ex ‘Southampton Row’).  Closed by 6/6/2014.
St.Martin’s Lane (No.87) 1-1-1869: M.O.  S.B.1-4-1869.  T.O.1870s(SDL).  Replaced by ‘New St’ 1-11-1882.
Savoy St.,Strand 1-4-1865: M.O.Office.  S.B.1-7-1865.  Renamed ‘Strand, No.104’, 1-1-1866.
Somerset House B.O. 1-1-1870: MO-SB.  Renamed ‘Strand BO (Somerset House)’ 1-1-1884.

Renamed ‘Somerset House BO’ 1-11-1883: MO-SB & T.O.(SLT).  Closed 2-11-1885.
Southampton Row, Russell Sq. by 1825.  M.O.1-4-1865.  S.B.1-7-1865.  T.O.21-10-1879(SMR).  

           (tc.6/4/1920: re-open 1/6/1920). TSO<BO 1-5-1925. Closed 23-5-1992 (see ‘Russell Sq FPO’)
Southampton Row (86) 23-3-2016: Main (Rymans Store) (t.c.23-3-2020, virus, reopen by 19/6/2020) (&2022)
Southampton Street 1-9-1882: MO-SB.  Closed 1-9-1884.
Southampton St (3/7,Strand) B.O. by Mch.1956.  Closed 13-6-1985.
Store St (Bedford Sq) WC1 by 1822.  M.O.1-7-1859.  S.B.10-3-1862.  T.O.1870s(SSU).  TSO<BO 29-2-1932.

Closed 13-6-1985 (No.30/31).
Strand (No.49) by 1842.  Closed 1860.
Strand (No.104) 1839.   M.O.1-4-1865 ‘Savoy St.,Strand’.  S.B.1-7-1865.  ‘Strand, No.104’  1-1-1866.  

Replaced by ‘No.125’, 1-1-1867.
Strand (No.125) 1-1-1867: MO-SB (ex ‘No.104’).  Closed 31-12-1869.
Strand, No.180 1839.    M.O.by 1848.  Replaced by ‘No.163’ by 1863.
Strand, No.163 by 1863 (ex ‘No.180’).  Closed 1868 (poc.18/10/1868).
Strand, No.338 by 1845: non M.O.  Closed 1868/70.
Strand, No.369, B.O.  WC2 1-11-1883: MO-SB. (poc.28/6/1904 ‘Strand B.O (Southampton St)’ (&1954).

Replaced by ‘Southampton St (3/7 Strand) BO’ by March 1956.
Strand 393 25-2-2019: Main (&2022).
Strand, No.407 (Adelphi) 1-8-1872: MO-SB.  Closed 1-10-1887.
Television House --see ‘Kingsway (Television House) B.O’ --
Temple (2,Devereux Court,Essex St)  1839.  M.O.1-4-1865.  S.B.1-7-1865.  Closed 1-11-1869.
Theobald’s Road B.O. 1936 (poc.16/12/1936) (ex ‘Red Lion St’) MO-SB & T.O.(TOA).  Closed 8-3-1998.
Torrington Place  WC1 by 1830.  M.O.1-4-1865.  S.B.1-8-1865.  T.O.8-9-1896(TPA). Closed 1943 (poc.15/9/1943)
Trafalgar Square B.O. 27-11-1962 (ex ‘Charing Cross B.O’) (at 24/28,William IV Street).  Closed 24-12-2018.
West Strand (430) 19-1-1860.  M.O.1-10-1861. S.B.10-3-1862.  MO-SB discont.31-12-1869.  T.O.1873(WGS)

(cds 22-3-1873).  Telegraph Office only.  By 1884, No.448. Closed 1932 (poc.13/4/1932)

LONDON WC offices  15/2/2022
Aldwych (95)     WC2B 4JN New Oxford St (71-75) WC1A 1DG
Grays Inn (24-28, Grays Inn Rd) WC1X 8HR Strand (393)   WC2R 0LT
High Holborn (181)   WC1V 7RL
Marchmont Street (33)   WC1N 1AP
Southampton Row (86) (Rymans)  WC1B 4BB 



FADs     010 series

Crown Offices
001 010    W.C.D.O. (West Central District Office) WC1A 1AA (no public access?).  Closed.
002 010    Marchmont Street (33), WC1N 1AA.  BO>FPO 9-2-2004 (see 052 010)
003 010    Chancery Lane (2/4, Bishops Court), WC2A 1EA.  Closed 24-12-1991 (replaced by 'Grays Inn', see 050 010)
004 010    High Holborn (181), WC1V 7RL. Opened 31-10-1988 (ex W.C.D.O).  Open.
005 010
006 010
007 010
008 010    Aldwych (95), WC2B 4JN.  Opened 21-8-1998 (ex 'Kingsway' (No.18).  Open.
009 010
010 010
011 010    Southampton Row (71), WC1B 4EY.  Closed 23-5-1992 (see 'Russell Square FPO', 051 010)
012 010
013 010
014 010    Theobalds Road (84), WC1X 8SA.  Closed 8-3-1998.
015 010    Trafalgar Square (24/28, William IV Street), WC2N 4DL.  Closed 24-12-2018.

Other Offices
050 010    Grays Inn (19/20, High Holborn), WC1V 6BS.  Open 18-11-1991 (ex 'Chancery Lane B.O') >MAIN 22-4-2013

(to Rymans, 24-28,Grays Inn Road 19-7-2017, MAIN).  Open.
051 010    Russell Square (9), WC1B 5EQ..  Opened 25-6-1992 (ex 'Southampton Row B.O').  Closed by 6/6/2014.
052 010    Marchmont Street (33), WC1N 1AP.  FPO opened 9-2-2004 (ex B.O, see 002 010) >MAIN 10-9-2014. Open.
053 010
054 010    Southampton Row (86), WC1B 4BB.  Open 23-3-2016 (MAIN, Rymans Store).  Open.
055 010    Strand (393), WC2R 0LT.  Opened 25-2-2019, MAIN.  Open.

101 010    New Oxford Street (71-75), WC1A 1DG.  Opened 16-1-2018, PO Local.  Open.
102 010    Frederick Street (2), Kings Cross,.  Opened 5-2-2018, PO Local.  Closed by 9/6/2018.

Offices which closed on  13-6-1985, for which I do not have the FAD
--High Holborn (52/54) B.O.
--Southampton Street B.O (3/7, Strand).
--Store Street B.O (Bedford Square) (No.30/31).

For offices which closed in 1960s and 1970s, see pages 1 & 2.


